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some 12 million immigrants who made their way over from Europe on crammed, disease-infected ships. Irish, Italians, and a
127 Chinese heard the siren song of Lady Liberty. No doubt that the purpose was to assure the decline in the numerical
strength of the black population. The faster the growth of the Southern States in wealth and white population, the sharper and
more urgent will be the struggles of the Black man for existence. They must remain a minority class in the richest country in
America. To add salt to injury, intermarriage was outlawed way into the 1960s.

"THE TRANSFORMATION OF FREEDOM IN CENTRAL/SOUTH AMERICA”
The disappearance of much of the slave population post "Emancipation”

s Latin American slavery grew in size in the 1700s so did the scope and intensity of slave resistance. This resistance took
various forms, ranging from individual and collective negotiations with masters, to appeals to royal authorities and the courts;
to rebellion, violence, and flights. By the 1800s slave resistance had transformed slavery and colonial society by creating free
Black and brown populations in most of Afro-Latin America that outhnumbered the slave population. While free Blacks and
Mulattoes constituted five percent of the populations or less in major English and French colonies, in Brazil and much of
Spanish America they were 20 to 30 percent of the population or more. In Panama they were a majority of the population, in
Venezuela a near majority, and Puerto Rico 40 percent. Only in Brazil and Cuba, the two major centers of Latin American
plantations was the slave population larger than of free Blacks and Mulattoes. In a large part of Spanish America there had been
so free an intermixture of many races that it was practically impossible to draw a color line, because few of these regions could
be called “a white man’s country.” As noted below, that has been gradually changing. Further, the intermixtures, being of
lighter hue, have now migrated to the North to become a larger minority group than the Black US population.

Population of Afro-Latin America, ca. 1800 Population of Afro-Latin America, 2000
Country Free Slaves Total % Total pop. Country Mulattoes  Blacks Total % Total pop.
Brazil 587,000 718,000 1,305,000 67% Brazil 66,017M 10,402M 76,419M 45%
Peru 41,000 40,000 81,000 7% Peru No data
Mexico 635,000 10,000 635,000 10% Mexico - 1% 1%
Argentina - - 69,000 37% Argentina 0 0 Negligible Negligible
Venezuela 440,000 112,000 552,000 62% Venezuela(est.) 8,097M 2,417M 10,514M 44%
Santo Domingo 38,000 30,000 68,000 66% Santo Domingo* 6,129M 924M 7,053M 84%
Cuba 114,000 212,000 326,000 54% Cuba 2,464M 1,344M 3,808M 34%
Ecuador 28,000 5,000 33,000 8% Ecuador 632M 632M 5%
Colombia 245,000 61,000 306,000 39% Colombia 5,925M 2,962M 8,887M 21%
Chile - - 31,000 8% Chile No data
Panama 37,000 4,000 41,000 66% Panama (est.) 914M 400M 1,314 46%
Puerto Rico 65,000 25,000 90,000 56% Puerto Rico 416M 11%
Paraguay 7,000 4,000 11,000 11% Paraguay No data
Costa Rica - - 9,000 16% Costa Rica 3% 3%
Uruguay - - 7,000 23% Uruguay 167M 33M 200M 6%

* Mulattoes consider themselves White--a la Sammy Sosa, et. all

Afro-Latino American slaves used the openings created by the Independence wars in Central America to pursue freedom and

self-emancipation. Moreover, the relatively larger free slaves and Mulattoe populations were capitalizing on wartime
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conditions to strike down colonial racial laws. During the years 1810s and 1820s, they achieved both the complete abolition of
the caste laws and enactment of laws and constitutions that, for the first time ever in the region’s history, offered people of
African ancestry full and equal citizenship in their respective nations.

Many of the soldiers in the independence movement of the Latin American countries were slaves who offered their service in
exchange for potential freedom or who were simply taken away from their masters. The death rate among slaves was already
high and the fact that large percentages of the slaves who enrolled in the armies never came back from the independence wars
that took place in Chile, Peru, Bolivia and Paraguay. In most of these countries, especially Paraguay, the wars killed hundreds of
thousands of Africans who were almost exclusively the only members of the army troops--a true human genocide. In Argentina,
it was difficult to find an explanation for the abrupt reduction of the African population that took place in less than half a
century. This situation turned out to be the sum of two phenomena: (1) Africans had a birth rate of only one percent and almost
half of all infants died, and (2) the large group of non-African immigrants accounted for the “whitening” of the Argentinean
population. As we mentioned previously (vol. 8 No. 38) “whitening” of their population through immigration had been a dream
of Latin American countries since the early 1800s.

Cape Colony, slavery and Union SOUTH AFRICA, 1652 70 1902

n the southern extremity of the Continent, white settlement was to endure longer than anywhere else in Africa. The Cape
was colonized by the Dutch East Indian Co. in 1652. The African population was sparse, and its resistance was ineffective
(though sometimes fierce). The San (or Bushmen) were mostly hunters who lived in small bands constantly on the move. The
Khoikhoi were basically herdsmen; their social organization was more elaborate than that of the San, but neither group lived in
dense settlements. Both populations rapidly declined. Many died of European diseases. From 1716, the colonists increasingly
relied on slave labor imported from elsewhere in Africa and from Indonesia. The British inherited it from the Dutch Co. in 1806.
Slavery ended with the Emancipation of the British overseas colonies in 1834.

In 1870 South Africa was transformed by the large-scale exploitation of her immense mineral resources. The first diamonds in
the Kimberly area were revealed in 1886. Unlike the diamonds of Kimberly, the gold of the west that was discovered in 1886 was
in the heart of Boer-controlled territory. The SAR quickly began to rival Cape Colony in wealth and importance. In 1899, war
broke out between the SAR and OFS (see map below). At its conclusion in 1902, the SAR and OFS were annexed by Britain as
Crown Colonies. The Union (South Africa today) occurred shortly thereafter.
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Epilogue

“We are going to emancipate ourselves
from mental slavery because whilst others
might free the body, none but ourselves
can free the mind. Mind is your only ruler,
sovereign. The man who is not able to

develop and use his mind is bound to be a

slave of the other man who uses his mind, th African Republic (SAR
Spu rican hepublic
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because man is related to man under all
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