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'Europe supported by Africa and America’ M YTHMAKERS, ORGANIZED FICTION
"hen the European slave traders arrived at the coast of Africa, they simply entered

preexisting circuits of exchange and did not immediately alter them. It was clear enough,

however, that the kinship and family ties Europeans encountered on the coast were
quite unlike anything they were familiar with in Europe. From their view, the Europeans
believed white to be the epitome of virtue and beauty. More myth than reality these
concepts were embedded deep in the English imagination before the establishment of

slavery in the various colonies in the Caribbean.

The black woman’s role in the domestic life of African has spawned the most enduring
myths. Long before the development of the American slave empires, black women were
thought of as particularly lascivious and sexual beings. From the tales of early European

European ' travelers to Africa, whites gleam a superficial and inaccurate impression of West African
el 2 [k sexual mores, polygamy in particular. They were appalled by the idea of a man having
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superior position. [ _ more than one wife in some West African societies, while refusing to admit to the

hypocritical double standard (chastity for women, sexual license for men) which

existed in their own society. It was simply Eurocentric bias against unfamiliar cultural norms. Polygamous family structures were
part of the African cultural tradition whereby the first ‘wife’ governed the household, though the male appetite may be shared

with more wives. The women, however, have in general a sense of decency and decorum in their fidelity under this voluntary
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